Jerry Haupt
March 24, 1951 - May 20, 2020

Jerry Haupt, 69, of Dayton, Ohio, left this world at 5:20PM on 5/20/2020, surrounded by
his family and his Lord.
He was born on March 24, 1951, in Dayton to the late Jack and Jean (Spitler) Haupt.
Jerry is one of the very few people that didn’t just read the Bible, but let the Bible read
him. He is an adoring husband, loving father, and loyal friend. He has a ready laugh and is
quick to give a kind word to those around him, and will be missed deeply by all who know
him.
Jerry served as a youth pastor at Riverdale Church of Christ, was an Elder at Plainview
Open Bible Church, and served on the board of Dayton Vineyard Church for over 20
years. He pastored, alongside his wife, Karen, at Fish Gate Community Church, in
Fairborn, for seven years and was attending Word of Life Church in Bellbrook.
Jerry had many hobbies; and loved anything involving speed. He enjoyed fast boats, fast
cars (Haupt-Vanzant ARCA Racing) and is a national champion of Control Line model
airplane competition. He was a member of the Academy of Model Aeronautics and the
Dayton Buzzin’ Buzzards. Jerry was an avid golfer making a hole-in-one and throwing a
club or two. He enjoyed taking yearly vacations with his family in Emerald Isle, North
Carolina.
Jerry is survived by his wife of 48 years, Karen Elaine (Snowden) Haupt, whom he
married on January 28, 1972; his children, Holley Highley and her husband, Bill, of Austin,
Texas, Matt Haupt, and his wife, Jonell, of North Canton, Ohio, Aaron Haupt and his wife,
Tricia, of Germantown, Ohio, and Issaac Haupt of Dayton; his grandchildren, Zachary
Highley of Austin, Victoria Brown and her husband, Chris, of Austin, Noah, Adeline, and
Emma Haupt, all of North Canton, Tatum and Cannon Haupt, both of Germantown; and
his great grandchildren, Cameron, Katie, and Liam Brown. Jerry is also survived by his
mother-in-law, Tressa Snowden of Miamisburg; his sister, Jill Gordon and her husband,

Mark, of Brookville; and his brother, Joe Haupt and his wife, Brenda, of Dayton.
A Celebration of Jerry’s life will be held, and the details to be announced at a future date.
Jerry’s family has entrusted Tribute Funeral Homes with the arrangements.
Anyone wishing to send memorial gifts to Jerry’s family is encouraged to contract Tribute
Funeral Homes for delivery instructions.
Online condolences may be shared with the family by visiting
www.tributefuneralhomes.com.

Comments

“

Today 6-25-2020, I found out at Devers that Jerry had passed. Was very saddened
to hear about his death. Worked at Devers with him from 1972 - 1985. Stopped in a
couple times a year to see him and the other workers since then. It was always good
to catch up on things with Jerry. He was a good friend and boss and he will be
missed. He is in the presence of our Lord and Savior and that is the greatest comfort
to all of us. May your memories and knowing he is with the Lord bring you comfort in
these hard, hard days.
In deepest sympathy, Marty and Dee Jones

Martin Jones - June 25 at 08:30 PM

“

Thoughts & Prayers was purchased for the family of Jerry Haupt.

June 01 at 10:37 AM

“

Thoughts & Prayers was purchased for the family of Jerry Haupt.

May 28 at 12:57 PM

“

Jerry was a friend, a mentor and an inspiration to me. He and Karen showed me the
depth of the Bible and how it applies today. I am so fortunate to have gotten to know
Jerry, even if I slowed his golf game down with my lousy play. Many thanks for your
patience and encouragement. You are missed, but never forgotten and I look forward
to the day when we meet again. I'm sure you'll find the best golf courses and most
interesting golf buddies.
Barry James

Barry James - May 26 at 04:12 PM

“

I worked with Jerry in 1985/1990, I met my husband Kevin at Devers, he’s been there
35 years now. My son Kurt even worked for Devers one Summer.
I remember Jerry as a kind hearted man.
On that day May 11, Jerry had asked Kevin to go with him to move his mother in law
belongings out of her house., Kevin told me they had talked about retirement, family
and he was excited his mother in law was moving in. I believe Kevin and Jerry had a
special a kinda of a relationship through the years. I am glad Kevin has that day as a
great memory of him.
Prayers for strength and healing to the Haupt family. He is at peace with his Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ

Teres Kester - May 25 at 04:48 PM

“

I grew up knowing Jerry through his friendship with my Dad as well as his ministry
with the Dayton Vineyard. Jerry along with my Dad actually baptized me! He was
always kind and had such a great sense of humor. I know he was deeply loved by his
family and friends and will he be missed on this side but will be seen again.

Aaron Hobbs - May 25 at 07:45 AM

“

Although we lost contact with Jerry and Karen over the years, we have fond
memories of meeting at their house for Bible studies and of our time together at the
Vandalia Church of Christ. Our deepest sympathies to Karen and the family. Barry
and Karen Boettcher.

Barry Boettcher - May 24 at 07:34 PM

“

I did business with Jerry for nearly 40 years! He was the most honest man I ever
worked with and will be greatly missed! My condolences to his family!

Scott Foster - May 24 at 07:30 PM

“

Karen, I am sorry for your lost. You and Jerry made an incredible spiritual team. I am
honored to have met you both so many years ago at the Dayton Vineyard. Even
though time passes our hearts will always be attached to our loved ones. I pray you
find a new song to sing during this time.

Sandy Heilman - May 24 at 09:39 AM

“

Fifty plus years of friendship makes a lot of memories. One in particular is the first
time we met, in the early 60's. I remember well watching Jerry and his Dad, Jack,
practice flying with their planes designed for control line Combat competition at the
Dayton Model Airplane flying circles located at that time at Nicholas Road and
Cincinnati Street. I first spoke to Jack. He then introduced me to Jerry and with
control line flying as the common denominator it was just a matter of days and we
became good friends.We developed our control line flying passion into participation
in competitive events, locally and nationally, through the Academy of Model
Aeronautics. We competed at national events at Glenview Naval Air Station near
Chicago, Olathe Naval Air Station in Kansas, and Willow Grove Naval Air Station in
Pennsylvania, and many others. This was during our high school years and beyond.
Jerry took numerous awards during this time, but the big enchilada was in 1971 at
the AMA Nationals at Glenview NAS. Jerry won the Combat class in the Open
category, beating out many nationally recognized Combat flyers. What a memory
indeed! Jerry, you left too soon. We had so many more memories to make; the sky
was not the limit in this case. But, I will always cherish the memories I have of those
days and our friendship. God speed, my friend.
Ed and Kathy Wallace, Dayton, Ohio

Ed Wallace - May 23 at 06:41 PM

“

I knew Jerry as a kid while attending the Vineyard. Isaac was the best friend of my
brother and someone I viewed at a time as another brother. I knew Matt as my
worship leader and Karen as a strong leader in the church. It must be over 10 years
since I’ve seen a member of the Haupt family, but the impressions they leave on a
person’s heart are lasting. To this day, from childhood, I remember Jerry being a
“cool guy.” My heart breaks for the tragic loss to his family. Know that near and far in
time, he was remembered and loved by more than you may know. Thinking of you
all, Emily Conley (Smith).

Emily Conley - May 23 at 11:33 AM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Jerry Haupt.

May 23 at 08:13 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Jerry Haupt.

May 22 at 08:03 PM

“

We were blessed to have Jerry and Karen at RiverSong before they moved! He
always had a smile and kind word! He loved Jesus, his wife, and family! He was a
good man who will be missed by many! Love the Haupt’s!

Karen Britton - May 22 at 06:36 PM

“

I was glad to call Jerry my closest friend when we were in elementary school together. I’m
thrilled to learn he loved the Lord. I’ll see him again someday.
Skip - May 24 at 11:29 AM

“

I was very blessed to have crossed Jerry’s path thru his ministry at the Dayton
Vineyard. I knew he and his wife Karen as prayer warriors who both had strong and
faithful witnesses for the Lord Jesus Christ. Jerry was someone who could always be
counted on to do the right thing and to offer a supportive arm to those in spiritual
need around him. His humble quiet strength was his gift backed by a great sense of
humor. He has always stood 10 feet tall to me with his life pointing others to the
Savior he passionately loved. He will be greatly missed! I eagerly look forward to the
day when I am able to see him again and share in the joyous presence of the Savior
and Lord he loved.

David Brookman - May 22 at 06:02 PM

“

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White was purchased for the family of
Jerry Haupt.

May 22 at 05:51 PM

“

Precious brother I am so glad I knew him and his family
He was such a generous person and always smiling
We became golf buds he was always trying to beat me ha ! He did some but I will
miss his friendship greatly ! Jerry reached out to me in a great time of need by giving
me a job not knowing me but obeying God in His purpose as l know this was Jerry's
heart. I will pray for the family as I know he is going to be missed. God Bless . Mike
Davis

Mike Davis - May 22 at 04:46 PM

