Alice Mae Keller
May 3, 1939 - March 19, 2020

Alice Mae Keller, age 80, of Greenville, Ohio, passed away on Thursday, March 19, 2020,
at West Kendall Baptist Hospital in Miami, Florida. After complications following an
emergency surgery and fourteen days of intensive care, Alice’s spirit was released to be
with Jesus as her family gathered by her side.
Alice was born on May 3, 1939, in Delta, Ohio, to the late George and Laura Sampson.
She graduated from Wauseon High School in 1957 and attended Manchester College
where she met her husband, John. They were later married on August 22, 1959.
In addition to her parents, Alice was preceded in death by two infant grandchildren,
Rachel Alison Helfrich and Elaina Lauree Kolb; brother, Willard Sampson of McPherson,
Kansas; brother-in-law, Paul Guilford of Wauseon, Ohio; brother-in-law, William (Bill)
Keller of Greenville, and father and mother-in-law, Ray and Fannye Keller of Horatio,
Ohio.
Alice served on numerous boards, including Hospice of Darke County, Darke County
Mental Health Clinic, and Darke County Center for the Arts. She was a member of the
Oakland Church of the Brethren where she sang in the church choir and served many
years as a deacon. She will be fondly remembered for her love for learning and by the
creative gifts she shared with many through her painting, sewing, and writing.
Alice is survived by her husband of 60 years, John Keller; and five children: Dr. Kim (Paul)
Vore of Washington, Pennsylvania, Jeffrey (Debora Lunsford) Keller of Morrow, Ohio,
Tonnya (Joseph) Helfrich of Bradford, Ohio, Jon (Lori Rehmert) Keller of Troy Ohio, and
Mindy (Chris) Kolb of Greenville, Ohio. She is also survived by 17 grandchildren; seven
great-grandchildren with one on the way; brother, Gerald (Judy) Sampson of Blissfield,
Michigan; sister, Christine Guilford of Wauseon, Ohio; and sister in-law, Betty Sampson of
McPherson, Kansas.
The original plans were to have a full visitation and Celebration of Life Service. Due to the

current rise in COVID-19 cases, in place of the visitation, the family invites you to share
your stories of Alice with them online at www.tributefuneralhomes.com. These stories will
be compiled into a book for the family to share with future generations.
The family has opted for a casual open-air memorial service that will be held on Saturday,
August 8th, 2020, at 11:00 a.m. at Oakland Cemetery with Rev. John Sgro and Dr. Fred
Bernhard officiating. For those who would prefer to join the service remotely, a livestream
of Alice’s service can be viewed at www.facebook.com/tributefuneralhomes.
Memorial contributions may be given, in memory of Alice, to The Oakland Church of the
Brethren Memorial Fund, Darke County Center for the Arts or The YMCA of Darke Co.
The family has entrusted Tribute Funeral Homes with the final arrangements.
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Graveside Service11:00AM - 11:30AM
Oakland Cemetery
Martin Road, Bradford, OH, US, 45308

Comments

“

Over the Years our Sampson family has received many thoughtful and creative gifts
that our Aunt Alice hand made for us. I think of her fondly whenever I look at them,
and her generosity and caring made us all feel very blessed. Our thoughts and
prayers are with her family.
With love, Lisa (Sampson) Bilby and family

LISA BILBY - August 08 at 08:18 AM

“

I first met Alice in the 1950's when we served on the Northern Ohio District Youth
Cabinet. We also enjoyed camp Mountain Lake in the summer. It was good to reconnect as we enjoy retirement. May God comfort you as your memories bring you
all the love she shared with you. Love and Peace Sue Huffaker

Sue Huffaker - August 06 at 08:49 PM

“

Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White was purchased for the family of
Alice Mae Keller.

August 06 at 05:22 PM

“

From: Bob and Marilyn Wiant purchased the Memories - Peaceful Reflections Marker
for the family of Alice Mae Keller.

From: Bob and Marilyn Wiant - August 05 at 12:59 PM

“

In high school. Alice was a cheerleader, not only at the games, but in life. She had a
beaming personality that included everyone, and that's a blessing in high school.
Our whole class has stayed close over the year, and it was wonderful to see her and
John at our last class reunion. Alice was loved by everyone. RIH Alice!!
Sally Boyers Lutz
Wauseon High School Class of '57

Sally Boyers Lutz - August 04 at 06:42 PM

“

I remember Alice was a member of the Northwestern Ohio District Youth Cabinet. We
both attended youth camp at Mountain Lake in Bellefontaine, Oh. Then we were
Freshmen and Sophomores at Manchester College. She was a leader and always
friendly.
We both married men from the Southern Ohio District and ended up down here but in
different churches. I heard her name in the district often because of her work with the
meals for the German Baptist Conferences. Again her name popped up for Oakland
Dinner Theaters as contact person for tickets.
When Bill came to work at Oakland we actually met in Sunday School class. We
walked in and she said, "There you are!" It felt great to see a fellow youth from the
Northwestern Ohio District. Alice was always friendly!!

Peggy Kidwell - August 02 at 09:42 AM

“

I remember first meeting Alice in our Troy Church of the Brethren when we were
having our Adult Bible School.Every day she drove with the morning sun in her eyes
from Greenville to Troy. WOW She had great insight and a big beautiful smile.
Always a joy to be with. And what a wonderful artist she was. She loved God/Jesus
and seemed to let the Holy Ghost lead her. And of course she loved her family and
was so proud of them. She was not ashamed of the Gospel. She praised God for her
many blessings. I would have liked to have known her more.
I pray that Alice's celebration of life may help to heal your broken hearts as you
gather and share your love and memories of her. God bless you all with peace in
your hearts.
Love and Prayers
Ruth Collett

Ruth Collett - July 31 at 09:37 AM

